Time to add Tomatoes to my Potato Diet
Over the past four years, HJV Precision – in conjunction with Setterington’s Fertilizers – has sold AutoFarm RTK systems to ten tomato growers in the greater Leamington area.  In total, 25 tractors have been installed with hydraulic steering systems, and seven permanent base stations have been erected.
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Doug Toews and Walt Brown are one of these ten AutoFarm customers.  They went ahead with one AutoFarm A5 purchase and outfitted three tractors with hydraulic steering last Fall.  For them – and for most of the tomato growers in Leamington – the tomato season “starts” at Fall bedding, usually completed in October.  They mark 60” beds using a three-row bedder.  RTK autosteer ensures the beds are straight, accurate and repeatable.  Shortly after the beds are created, they plant two rye strips – one on each side of the bed.  The rye strips provide a windbreak to prevent soil erosion through the Fall and into the early spring, prior to spring planting.  The rye strips are sprayed with Round-up in early spring.  Fertilizer is then applied, and the beds are roto-tilled.  In April, they apply Vapam (a fumigant) into each bed, again using RTK autosteer.  Fourteen days after the Vapam is applied, tomato planting begins.  The AutoFarm RTK system steers the tomato planter down each bed at speeds between 0.8 and 0.9 mph.  Tomato plugs are transplanted in two rows within each bed, at 20” spacings.  Shortly after planting, they side-dress fertilizer using the RTK system, and then will run a cultivator down each row.  
“One of the biggest features we’ve seen with the AutoFarm RTK system is its performance when we cultivate.  Cultivating is a very stressful job because we try to get as close to the plant row as possible.  The autosteer allows the driver to focus behind him on the cultivator.  Cultivator damage is reduced significantly because the rows are straight and we are repeatable.”
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Walt Brown admits that he is an accuracy “freak”.  While he has taken pride in how accurately he and his colleagues have manually driven in past years, he is quick to say that the AutoFarm RTK is consistently more accurate than he could ever hope to drive.  Ultimately, he would like to add a second RTK system to the operation, and outfit another 1-2 tractors.  His biggest challenge now is that too many tractors are running simulateneously and with only one RTK system, not all the field work can be done with RTK steering.  At least he knows where he can order a second system…  (and a third, and a fourth…)
Submitted by JM.  (All installs were done by Dean Craven – thanks Dean for your good work!)
